
CORE- I: UNDERSTANDING POLITICAL THEORY 

 

Course Objective: This course is divided into two sections. Section A introduces the 

students 

to the idea of political theory, its history and approaches, and an assessment of its 

critical 

and contemporary trends. Section B is designed to reconcile political theory and 

practice 

through reflections on the ideas and practices related to democracy. 

I: Introducing Political Theory (30 Lectures) 

1. What is Politics: Theorizing the ‘Political’ 

2. Traditions of Political Theory: Liberal, Marxist, Anarchist and Conservative 

3. Approaches to Political Theory: Normative, Historical and Empirical 

4. Critical and Contemporary Perspectives in Political Theory: Feminist and 

Postmodern 

II: Political Theory and Practice (30 Lectures) 

The Grammar of Democracy 

1. Democracy: The history of an idea 

2. Procedural Democracy and its critique 

3. Deliberative Democracy 

4. Participation and Representation 
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